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Do you like poetry?
What‘s your favourite
poem? What do you
like about it? 
Do you think a poem
like this could be
written by a
computer? Why
(not?)

1.

2.

Before you watch
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

“Can a computer write poetry? This is a
provocative question. You think about it for
a minute, and you suddenly have a bunch of

other questions like…” 

What other questions is the speaker going to
talk about? Make predictions. 

Here’s what Oscar Schwartz says at the beginning
of his TED talk: 

WonderlEng.ru- 2 -

DEMO



Watch the
talk up to
00:50.
Which of the
two poems
was written
by a
HUMAN?
Why do you
think so? 

TEST #1

Watch the video up to 01:37 and check your ideas.
What do you know about the poet who wrote one of these poems?

Little Fly
The summer’s play,
My thoughtless hand
Has brushed away.
Am not I
A fly like thee?
Or art not thou
A man like me?
 

 We can feel
Activist through your life’s morning
Pauses to see, pope I hate the
Non all the night to start a great otherwise
 
I’ll snake swirling
Vastness guess
Totally mental hamsters if I
Know I put on a year a crucial absolutely.
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Watch the talk (02:45 – 04:15)
The Turing test
a. What does it consist in? 
b. What is its purpose? 
c. Do you think this test can really show
that a computer can think like a human?

LISTENING COMPREHENSION 

Vocabulary

“But if you're
feeling a little bit
uncomfortable

with this answer,
that's OK. If

you're having a
bunch of 

gut reactions to
it, that's also OK”

 Bot or not
a. What test did the speaker and his friend create?
What for?
b. What conclusion do the results of the test point to? 
c. Are you satisfied with this conclusion?
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